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Death of it was in the fitness of things that they should disappear
Saladm from the scene at the same time ; Saladin died a few months
after Richard's departure. Here was a chance for the
Christians, as there was immediate division of his territories,
his brother seizing Egypt and his numerous sons contesting
Syria between them. But the great expedition was over,
ruined by the enmities in the Christian camp, and the forces
that remained were neither united nor powerful enough to
make use of the opportunity. Moreover the native lords
were content with their possessions and not anxious for a
resumption of hostilities.
The ..	However, the Third Crusade was not at an end, for the
He*iU VI ° new Emperor, Henry VI, saw in it an opportunity for his
ambition. Having at last secured himself in possession of
Sicily, he was free to turn to wider schemes. In March 1195
he took the cross, and during the next year made careful
preparations for the equipment of a German expedition.
The start was delayed by revolt in his Sicilian kingdom, and
it was not until September 1197 that the main German army,
led by archbishop Conrad of Mayence, set sail for the East.
On the way, the archbishop crowned Amaury of Lusignan
(brother and successor of Guy) as king of Cyprus,1 and Leo
II as king of Cilicia; thus they recognised the Western
Emperor as the source of their authority. Henry himself was
intending to follow shortly, though it is possible that he was
meditating first an attack upon Constantinople. His diplo-
macy was certainly aimed at the Eastern throne. He had
obtained the hand of Irene, Isaac Angelus's daughter, for his
brother, Philip of Suabia. In 1195 Isaac was deposed and
blinded by his brother, who assumed the throne as Alexius
III, and Henry had an excuse for intervention against the
usurper. But his sudden death, shortly after the German
crusaders had departed, brought all these schemes to an end.
In the few months before the news reached Palestine, the
Germans had obtained some successes, especially the capture
of Beyrout, which linked up the kingdom of Jerusalem
1 In the same year, 1197, Henry of Champagne died and Amaury (II)
became king of Jerusalem as well as of Cyprus. He in his turn also mar-
ried Isabella. It is noticeable that the barons, who by their election decide
upon the king, seem to feel the necessity of a hereditary sanction as well.
When the direct male line failed, this is provided by marrying the kings to
the daughters of Amaury I, Sibylla and Isabella.

